THE WILL
before his death he said: ' I would not leave anything to a man of
action; as he would be tempted to give up work. On the other
hand I would like to help dreamers as they find it difficult to get on
in life/ "
Dreamers such as possess the gift of poetry, but are unknown to
the many or are misunderstood by them, imaginative young
scientific investigators who are on the very threshold of a discovery
in physics, chemistry or medicine, but lack the means to achieve
it—such were the persons whom Nobel wished to help, but the
wording of the Willis such that it cannot be interpreted in this sense.
Thus Nobel did not quite succeed in expressing what he wished
in his Will. At the same time he regarded it as a document that
should merely lay down the general lines in accordance with which
the provisions might be applied to the greatest "benefit of mankind.
This was for him the supreme consideration, and in this connection
the following statement is of the greatest importance :
" I am firmly convinced, as a result of my conversations with
Doctor Nobel, that it was not his intention that the Will should be
interpreted in a strictly literal sense. Indeed the fact that he
omitted to give detailed instructions is an indication of the fact
that he desired to leave the greatest possible latitude to those
entrusted with its execution. This would moreover be entirely
in accordance with his character. Wlien he had once decided
to place confidence in a man, he did so fully and unreservedly,
without the imposition of petty restrictions. The essential thing
for him was to feel the sense of personal confidence. And Doctor
Nobel said to me more than once, that he had entrusted the Swedish
Scientific Institutions with the duty of awarding the prizes, because
it was in Sweden that he had met the greatest proportion of honour-
able men, and therefore felt that his last Will would be carried out
here in Sweden more scrupulously than elsewhere. Since, as has
been stated, Doctor Nobel was not accustomed to lay down detailed
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